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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20463

October 3, 2005

Gayle jacksnn, Treasurer
Ohic Democratic Party
271 E State St

CDl'llmhl.lS, OH 43215 RES[]D]]SE Due Date:

_ November 4, 2003
Identification Number: C00016899

Reference: = Amended April Monthly Report (3/1/05 — 3/31/05}, received 7/29/05
Dear Ms. Jacksnﬁ:

This letter is prompted by the Comimission’s preliminary review of the report(s)
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to full public disclosure of
your federal election campaign finances. An adequate response must be received at
the Commission by the response date noted abave. An itemization of the information
needed follows:

-Schedule A of your 2005 Amended February Report, Amended March
Monthly Report and Amended April Monthly Report combined discloses
transfers totaling $1,144.09 from ASDC Affinity Card, which 1s a joint
fundraising committee affiliated with your comrmttee. The sum of the
eniries itemized on the memo Schedule A of the Amended February
Report, Amended March Monthly Report and the Amended April Monthly
Report combined, however, total only $154.75.

Please be advised that a memo Schedule A must be provided to itemize
your committee's share of the gross contributions received through the joint
fundraiser. The memo schedule should itemize each individual who has
contributed an aggregate in excess of 3200 during the calendar year, and
provide the amount of unitemized contributions received. In addition, the
memo schedule should itemize your committee's share of all contributions
from political committees, regardless of amount 11 CFR
§102.17{c)(8)(1)(B) Please clarify this discrepancy.

“Your report discloses memo Schedule A’s totaling $21,917.45 for “OH
Party Victory Fund”, which appears to be your committee’s share of the
gross contributions received from a joint fundraising commattee. However,
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there are no corresponding transfers-in from the related joint fundraising
committee disclosed on Schedule A supporting Line 12 of the Detailed
Summary Page. Please amend your repori(s} to clanfy this apparent
discrepancy. |

-The Detailed Summary Page, on Line 18(a) Column A of your 2005
Amended February Monthly Report, Amended March Monthly Report and
Amended April Monthly Report combined, disclose $83,002.78 in transfers
from the non-federal account for allocated activity for the reporting petiod.
However, Line 21 (a)(ii) Columm A discloses $56,367.41 as the non-federal
share for allocated activity for the combined reporting period. While the
non-federal account is permitted to transfer funds to the federal account for
allocated activity, transfers for allocated activity must be made within a 70-
day time period: no more than'10 days before or 60 days after the payment
to_the vendor. 11 CFR §§106.6(e)(2) and 106.7(f)(2) Please clanfy the
nature of the transfers-in from the non-federal account.

The Commission recommends that you immediately transfer back to the
non-federal account, the total excessive amount which was received by
your federat account outside the 70-day time period. Although the
Commission may take further legal action conceming this prolubited
activity, your prompt action will be taken into consideration.

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses voided or checks for expenditures
made during this or previous reporting periods. Please clanfy 1f and when
these checks were reissued. If they were not reissued, please clarify the
steps your committee has taken to account for the federal portion of these
voided or returned checks in order to avoid the acceptance of a prohibited
in-kind contribution.

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses $26,635.37 in payments for
“Building Repairs” and “Maintenance & Repairs” to individuals. Please
clarify whether these individuals are employees of your committee. You
are advised that pursuant to 11 CFR §300.33(c)(2), salaries and wages for
employees who spend more than 25% of their compensated time in a given
month on Federal election activity or activities in connection with a Federal
election must not be allocated between or among federal, non-federal and
Levin accounts. Rather, only federal funds may be used. Any
reimbursement from your committee's non-federal or Levin account for
salary and wage payments is not permissible and must be returned. Please
provide clarification regarding these payments.




ORHIO DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Page 3

-Your 2005 Amended February Monthly Report, Amended March Monthly
Report and Amended April Monthly Report disclose limited payments for
administrative expenses. Administrative expenses are payments made for
the purpose of operating a political committee including, but not limited to,
rent, utilities, salaries, telephone service, office equipment and supplies.
Each state, district or local party committee utilizing separate federal and
non-federal accounts is required to allocate any administrative expenses
(excluding salary) between the accounts according to a fixed percentage
selected on Schedule Hl. A Schedule H1 must be filed with the first FEC
FORM 3X filed at the beginning of each calendar year., Payments for
salary and wages for employees who spend more than 25% of their
compensated time on Federal election activities or on activities in
connection with a Federal election must be made from a federal account
and disclosed on a Schedule ‘B supporting Line 30(b) of the Detailed
Summary Page. 11 CFR §106.7

Any goods or services provided to your committee by a person, except
volunteer activity (i.e., a person's time), would be comsidered an in-kind
contribution from that person, and would be subject to the disclosure
requirements of 2 U.S.C. §434(b)(3) and 11 CFR §104.13, and the
limitations and prohibitions of 2 U.S.C. §§441a and 441b.

Clarification regarding administrative expenses should be provided duting
each two year election cycle beginning with the first report filed in the
non-election year, Please provide the necessary information regarding
administrative expenses incurred by your committee and/or amend your
report to disclose such expenses according to the referenced provisions of
the Act and Comumission Regulations. |

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses payments to Delaware County Board
of Elections, Mercer County Board of Elections, and Blaemire
Communications, which are categorized as Administrative expenses;
however, the purposes of dishursement disclosed are “Precinct Maps,”
“Voter File Update” and “Voter File Update,” respectively. Flease be
advised that payments made for your committee’s generic voter drive
activities, that do not qualify as Federal election activities and that are not
party exempt activities, should be categorized as a Voter Drive expense on
Schedule H4, Please amend your report to clanfy the appropriate category
for this activity or provide clarifying information regarding this apparent
discrepancy.

-Please clarify all expenditures made for “Printing (No FEA) Fundraising”™
on Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) and “Broadcast Fax {No FEA)” and
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“Graphic Design (No FEA)” on Schedule H4 . If a portion or all of these
expenditures were made on behalf of specifically identified federal
candidates, this amount should be disclosed on Schedules B, E or F

supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25 and include the amount, name, address and
office sought by each candidate. 11 CFR §§104.3(b) and 106.1

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses a reimbursement(s) to an

individual(s) for apparent travel and subsistence advances in which the total

amount reimbursed exceeds $500. When the reimbursement amount to

staff for travel and subsistence advances exceeds $500, the payments by

committee staff that make up the reimbursement have to be itemized as

memo entries regardless of the amount. Each memo entry must include the
complete name and address of the original vendor, as well as the date,

amount and an adequate purpose. Please amend your report to include the

missing information. 11 CFR §§104.10 and 104.17, and Advisory Opinion

1996-20, footnote 3

-Schedule H4 of your report discloses reimbursements to individuals for
“Qffice Supplies” and “Copies.” Please be advised that when itemizing
reimbursements to individuals for goods or services, payment to the
original vendors must be itemized as memo entries regardless of amount.
Each memo entry must include the name and address of the original
vendor, as well as the date, amount and purpose of the original purchase
must be provided. Please amend your report to include the missing
information. 11 CFR §§104.10 and 104.17, and Advisory Opinions 1992-1
and 1996-20, footnote 3

-Please clarify all expenditures made for “Voter File Update” and “Precinct
Maps” on Schedule(s) H4. If a portion or all of these expenditures were
made for activity that promotes or opposes a Federal candidate, but does
not qualify as exempt party activity, this amount should be disclosed on
Schedule B or F supporting Lines 23 or 25. 11 CFR §§104.3(b), 104.17(a)
and 106.1

Please note, you will net receive an additional notice from the Commission on
this matter. Adequate responses received on or before this date will be taken into
consideration in determining whether audit action will be initiaied. Requests for
extensions of time in which to respond will not be considered. Failure to provide an
adequate response by this date may result in an audit of the committee. Failure to cotnply
with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enforcement action against the
committee. Any response submitted by your committee will be placed on the public
record and will be considered by the Commission prior to taking enforcement action.
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Electronic filers must file amendments {to include statements, designations and
reports} in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entirety, rather
than just those portions of the report that are being amended. If you should have any
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694-1157.

Sincerely,

Laura E. Simram

Campaign Finance Analyst
221 : Reports Analysis Division
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